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In smaller quantities, kerosene is used for general lighting purposes and it is also one of the main solvents for some other
chemicals. Kerosene is a mixture of several hydrocarbon components, predominantly paraffins, olefins and naphthenes. Both
paraffins and naphthenes contribute to its high heat content. This is why kerosene is used as a fuel for kerosene heaters.
However, its poor thermal conductivity limits its use for that purpose. Paraffins are saturated hydrocarbons, similar in molecular
weight to oil. They are used as the best-known fuels for internal combustion engines. In general, the paraffins have low octane
numbers compared to naphthenes or olefins. The most common paraffins found in kerosene are,,,, and. There are also branched-
chain paraffins, notably,, and, and cyclic paraffins, notably and. Other branched-chain paraffins include,,,, and, as well as the
non-branched chain,,, and. There are also naphthenes in kerosene, such as,,,,, and. The composition of kerosene will vary
depending on the source of the raw material. For example, kerosene from Saudi Arabia will contain higher amounts of
naphthenes than kerosene from South Africa. Worldwide production Kerosene is a globally produced product. Production in
2018 was: Note that the total production is the sum of all the components. Production and consumption Production Kerosene is
produced as a byproduct of the refining of crude oil. Kerosene can be a cost-effective fuel in regions where electricity or diesel
is expensive. It is used as a power source for diesel-electric submarines. The nations with the largest kerosene production in
2017 were: Consumption Kerosene is used in many ways, including as a fuel for heating and cooking, as a fuel for illumination,
for use in space exploration, and for lubrication. It is the primary fuel for automotive ignition, and also used as a power source
for diesel-electric submarines. The number of kerosene users worldwide in 2018 was: * The data in the "Refined Paraffin"
column is 8215747 6af
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